




Procedural information:

• I’ll read the text, explaining/highlighting the changes

• Raise your hand quickly if you have a question/comment

• Would like to get thru it all since we are in the 45 day comment period . . . 
If not then will post this PPT on the CADAT website and you can review  
independently to make comments to the Board before the end of 
November

• “Why” questions will be addressed to Cara for clarification (she 
was on the rewrite committee)

• Would love discussion on bigger/significant issues













§ 1005 – Disinfection Definitions

How will this change affect you, your teaching, or dental assisting practice?



§ 1005 — Kill vs. Inactivate

Scientists generally say disinfectants kill bacteria but inactivate viruses 
because viruses are not independently living cells.

This wording change is primarily a matter of terminology (semantics). “Inactivate” is more 
scientifically precise when referring to viruses.

Watch: “Are Viruses Living?” — Bio Scholar

Click to find the short video on YouTube





§ 1005 – Intermediate-Level Disinfection



§ 1005 – High-Level Disinfection



Added Definition — Cal/EPA-Registered





§ 1005 – Cleaning Definition





§ 1005 — Cleaning Critical & Semi-Critical Items ALL NEW TEXT

Long-handled brush FDA-approved mechanical cleaner





HSC § 117690  |  What IS Medical Waste?

California Medical Waste Management Act  •  Dental-focused summary

Biohazardous waste
Fluid blood or blood-soaked materials that release liquid blood 
when compressed. A 2 × 2 gauze with a few absorbed drops 
generally is NOT regulated medical waste.

Sharps waste

Used needles, scalpel blades, root canal files, and 
other discarded items capable of cutting or piercing.

Pathology & pharmaceutical waste

Qualifying tissues and specimens; certain discarded 
pharmaceuticals. Teeth are excluded from the 
pathology-waste definition.

Other specified categories

Trace chemotherapy waste and certain infectious 
research, laboratory, and trauma-scene waste.

Key point: Classification depends on the statutory definition—not simply whether an item was used 
during dental care.

Source: California Health & Safety Code § 117690  |  Summary; consult statute for full conditions.



HSC § 117700  |  What is NOT Medical Waste?

Statutory exclusions  •  Dental-focused examples

Saliva and other secretions

Saliva, sputum, nasal secretions, sweat, tears, 
vomitus, urine, and feces—unless containing visible 
or recognizable fluid blood.

Nonbiohazardous solid waste

Paper towels, paper products, items with nonfluid 
blood, and other nonbiohazardous medical solid 
waste.

Other separately regulated waste

Hazardous waste, radioactive waste, and household 
waste are excluded from this medical-waste 
definition; other rules may apply.

Other exclusions in § 117700

Certain noninfectious food-processing or 
biotechnology waste, and specified farm/ranch 
waste.

Key point: Not every item used in patient care is regulated medical waste. Sharps remain a separate 
concern.

Source: California Health & Safety Code § 117700  |  Summary; consult statute for full exclusions.









































§ 1005  |  Order of Disinfection and Sterilization

PROPOSED REGULATORY LANGUAGE THE REQUIRED SEQUENCE

1 HAND HYGIENE

Use appropriate hand hygiene

↓

2 CLEAN FIRST

Remove soil before processing

↓

3
DISINFECT OR STERILIZE

Apply required standards

Source: Dental Board of California • Proposed amendments to 16 CCR § 1005



§ 1005 — Critical and Semi-Critical Instruments

CRITICAL ITEMS SEMI-CRITICAL ITEMS
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